Lewiston-Auburn Public Health Committee
Lewiston City Hall

January 8, 2009

Meeting Summary

1. Attendance:  Phil Nadeau, Brenda Joly, Rene Dumont, Dr. Ned Claxton, Ronnie Paradis, Erin Guay, Sarah Mayberry, MaryAnn Amrich, and Dot Meagher.
2. The list of projects, covering the three priority areas (public awareness; child-adolescent health; chronic disease) emailed to the group prior to this meeting. There was significant discussion around the list and how the list would be organized for discussion at this meeting.
3. The consensus of the group in attendance was to move the discussion towards the process of how to go about selecting the process. The process selected involved the creation of sub-committees which would be assembled as soon as possible.
4. After much discussion involving the recommended projects, the group settled on three general project categories in the three priority areas that would be assigned to three subcommittees.  The following details the subcommittees and their assignments:
 A) Public Awareness Sub-Committee---develop a web page dedicated to the LAPHC which will serve as our local public health information page. There was discussion around several parameters for the subcommittee to consider:  a) not to restrict the development of the page to healthcare agencies only as there appears to be some interest in doing so by Bates College; b) develop the template for the LAPHC web site and provide an outline for what content would be featured on the site; c) allow for the subcommittee to make other recommendations about the possible uses of the web site (at some point, this will become an important “branding” tool).  Ideally, the timeline for this project would be to have it up and operating by April 1.  
B) Chronic Disease Sub-Committee----the Lewiston City Council requested that the LAPHC make recommendations to them regarding a smoking policy as it pertains to parks, playgrounds, and athletic fields. The LAPHC wanted to ensure that the sub-committee recognized that there are some 70 communities in Maine that have smoking ordinances; that the policy recommendation does not require a “one policy fits all” condition and that it may be location specific (one policy for Kennedy Park; one for Potvin Park; etc.); Ronnie Paradis spoke to enforcement issues for the mentally challenged and homeless populations who have high rates of smoking and who may pose a challenge for law enforcement when they must enforce the laws.  The LAPHC will request that the sub-committee present the LAPHC with a recommendation by its next meeting in March. 

C) Child-Adolescent Health Sub-Committee----develop a school based program directed to child-adolescent health.  The LAPHC encouraged the subcommittee to check with the schools on what is currently being done; check with Health Androscoggin as they may have programming resources and ideas; consider the programming relative to the LAPHC’s ability to report out results. If it is possible, it would be preferable to have the subcommittee develop a program that would be launched in this school year but not necessarily complete relative to reporting out results.  The program could start in this school year and be continued into the next with the goal of reporting out results by January 2010.
5. Ground rules for all subcommittees:

· Non-LAPHC members can participate with the subcommittee process but only those voting/non-voting members of the LAPHC can vote on recommendations to the full LAPHC
· Everyone is encouraged to utilize Healthy Androscoggin as an information resource

· The development of these project ideas do not restrict sub-committees to the recommended projects.  If the subcommittee believes that it can assume the responsibility for another project they can do so on the condition that they advise the LAPHC of their decision.

6. Phil will get this information out as quickly as possible and look to have LAPHC members select what subcommittee assignments they prefer.  If the voluntary selection process does not produce outcomes which adequately fill each position, you will be notified.

