Lewiston-Auburn Public Health Committee
Lewiston City Hall

March 5, 2009

Meeting Summary

1. Attendance:  Erin Guay, Sarah Mayberry, Lisa Dunning, Tin Barton-Caplin, MaryAnn Amrich, Fatuma Hussein, Karen Palin, Heather Lindkvist, Cathy Liguori, Pamela Stinson, Jean Gulliver, Jennifer Labonte, Brenda Joly, Jim Lysen, Jennifer MacDonald, Anna Johnson, Ilana-Adler Bee, Mira David, Doug Kempner, Martha Morrison, Doug Divello, Rene Dumont, Larry Marcoux, Ned Claxton, Pam Allen and Craig Phillips.

2. Phil Nadeau opened the meeting by welcoming the LAPHC’s new voting member Larry Marcoux who will serve as Auburn’s at-large representative.

3. Martha Morrison shared information with the committee regarding a prescription drug program which she helps to administer around the state. The program is called MedHelp.
4. Following Martha’s presentation, information provided by representatives from St. Mary’s and CMMC indicated that there were similar MedHelp prescription drug programs available for similarly qualified residents in L-A.  Much of the discussion involving these programs centered on how the two hospitals could improve the profile of these programs which appeared to be needed given the number of healthcare representatives at this meeting who did not know that these programs existed in our area.
5. The focus of the discussion then centered on inquiring about how the 211 information service could be enhanced to promote the prescription drug programs at St. Mary’s and CMMC.  Larry Marcoux, who works for the United Way who helps to underwrite the cost of the 211 service, will follow-up on what can be done to improve the information available at 211.  Healthy Androscoggin is in the process of updating the information database at 211.
6. Care Partners representative Anna Johnson also presented information regarding the Care Partners program she represents called MedAccess.  They work with doctors offices to get prescription drug help to people who are PAP (patient assistance program) qualified.

7. All the subcommittees submitted their reports on regarding their on-going projects.  Those reports are archived as part of their subcommittee activity and will be available for public record when the web site it launched.  To date, all projects are still works in progress. In summary, the Public Awareness subcommittee is working to launch a web site for the LAPHC; the Chronic Disease subcommittee is finishing up work on its recommendations for a Lewiston city ordinance regulating tobacco activity in the area of public parks and play areas; and the Child Adolescent subcommittee is working on a school based handwashing program.
